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Research on the current status and countermeasures of Jiangsu
Dafeng elk national nature reserve

LU Yu, XIAO Qiaoling, TIAN Ye, QIN Hao
(Academy of Environmental Planning & Design, Group Co., Lid., Nanjing University, Nanjing 210008, China)

Abstract: The Dafeng elk national nature reserve in Jiangsu province is the world’ s largest elk nature reserve. Since
the introduction of elk in 1986, the management and construction level of the reserve has been continuously improved,
and significant achievements have been made in the protection of elk populations and ecological restoration of habitats.
However, many problems have gradually been exposed during the process of elk population growth. Based on the
scientific survey of the protected area in 2022, this article analyzes the current situation and existing problems of elk
protection in the protected area. It is found that the number of elk has increased exponentially in the past decade, the
range of wild and free range elk activities has continued to expand, and the vegetation coverage in the habitat has
decreased; there have been issues with the population size of elk exceeding the carrying capacity of the ecosystem,
intensified conflicts between humans and deer, and outdated monitoring and management methods. The solutions
proposed in the article will help promote the sustainable and healthy development of the nature reserve.

Key words: elk; Dafeng; wildlife conservation
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